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Re: Credit Where Credit is Due
Dear Friends of New Horizon,

Are you good at giving “atta-boys/atta-girls?” An important component of a
great skill set—learning to acknowledge and appreciate others. Builds deep
relationships.

In that light, consider Psalm 89:15-16, “Blessed are those -’
who have learned to acclaim You, God. They rejoice in =
Your Name all day long.”

-

Almost speaks for itself, eh? As we learn to acknowledge
the goodness of God in everyday experiences, our __
relationship with God deepens and becomes more
fulfilling. Awesome.

Consider a couple of steps in the process:

First, what is God responsible for? A flat tire? A sore throat? A computer’s
“blue screen of death?” Let's be careful not to blame God. Some stuff just
happens. Instead, let's credit God with life experiences that are in keeping with
His impeccable love and character. For instance, thanking God for the person
who helped us change the flat tire, a Honey-Lemon Hall's Mentho-lyptus, and
the fact that we have computers in the first place. “Thank You, Father, for
providing great things today.”

Second, anticipation. God is alive and busy in our lives. He knows us personally
and intimately, and truly acts on our behalf. What's He up to today? Where’s
His hand of blessings? What's He speaking to my heart? How’s He shaping
and molding me today? How’s God using me in someone else’s life? Dialing in
and becoming attuned to God’s activity is part of our growing faith. He’s always
with us, always working, always. “Father, help me see Your hand today.”

Such is the ebb and flow of a Christ-follower. It takes some effort. It calls for
some maturing. But, it brings huge joy and satisfaction to our God-walk.

That's what we’re all about at New Horizon—we’re walking, following, and
including others along the way. It's a daily sight-seeing tour, constantly on the
lookout for God. And there’s always room for one more. Care to be a part?

Along the way with you,
W MM Jeeep

Pastor Mark Jordan




Horizon

May Message Series:
“Lifesavers”

Hope, Joy, Rest, Freedom and Purpose—
the desires of every heart. They don’t seem
like rocket science. Why, then, can these
things seem so unattainable? Thankfully,
our God is an overflowing Source of these
life-giving pursuits. Who do you know that
could use a ‘“Lifesaver?” Please invite them

to be a part in May.

NH Three-Minute Mission. As our Worship Services are dismissed, won't you
use the first three minutes to meet and get to know someone you've never met
before? Each of us contributing to NH's Outward Ethos!

Final 1st Tuesday! This Tuesday,
May 3rd, will be our final 1st Tuesday
Worship Service until Fall. Join us
for a big finish: “There Goes My
Hero!”, from John 1:35-42. Light meal
at 6:00PM; Service begins at 6:30PM.
A small donation to offset the cost of
dinner is appreciated. Childcare is
available by request. Please let us
know that you and your family will be
attending online at www.newhorizon
church.org/get-equipped.

Connecting Point
Sunday, May 8th at 10:45am
Coming to church for the first time on a
Sunday moming can be intimidating.
Newcomers look around and see so
many people they don't know, and they
may think to themselves, "Where do |
even begin to get connected around

here?"

If you have been asking yourself this
question, we have the answer. If you
want to learn more about New Horizon,
please join us at 10:45am on Sunday,
May 8th in the Connections Café.

The Lourdes of Worship

Guest worship band on Sunday, May 15.
Whaaa? Might be worth your while...
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New Horizon Annual Blood Drive
May 22nd from 8:30am—1pm

Our goal this year is 25 donations. Each
pint of blood donated can save up to three
lives! What an easy .. —
way to be a herol If [ ...
you have questions,

please call Norm Davis
at 766-1202.




Care to place your Membership at NH? Membership is
unique at NH, and signifies a call to serve, teach, and lead in our
church. To that end, NH offers its Ministry Team Training (MTT) /
course on Sunday, May 1, from 12:30 to 5 PM. Lunch will be [{{21Y HORlZUN
served. MTT informs and equips for full membership at New % &
Horizon, and will help you determine if you'd like to place your

membership. To register, or for more information, contact the

church office (359-8909 or deb@newhorizonchurch.org).

Thanks for Giving to Haiti! Thank you for your contributions to complete NH’s
school in Thor, Haiti. Our total giving in April, including our

H AI I I Haiti Mission Lunch, Haiti Silent Auction, and Easter Special
Offering will be announced soon! Thanks, NH! May God multiply

our giving as we love others in Christ.

Outdoor Baptisms at NH! On Sunday, May 15, we will celebrate our 2011
Confirmation Class. Following the 11:10 AM Worship Service, we will be baptizing
and re-affirming our baptisms outdoors in our pond. Care to be baptized? Already been
baptized, but want to “tell the world” by re-affirming your baptism? You’re invited.
All candidates are asked to meet with Pastor Mark for “Exploring Baptism,” on
Wednesday, May 11, 6:30 PM. BTW! Our congrats to our recently baptized friends:
Ella Mohr, Bill Nelson, Ellie Nelson, Josie Nelson and Kalyn Warner.

Discipleship Kudos. On Sunday, May 22, we'll bang the drum for all who
have completed our Disciple Bible Studies in the past year, and
those who will have completed Love Letters—Reading the Four
Gospels. Our way of loving and encouraging you in your

hpersonal spiritual growth.

Indy 500. The deafening roar of 300,000 race fans.
The adrenaline-pumping thunder of thirty-three Indy
cars at 250 MPH. And in the middle of it all, broad-
shouldered, stout-hearted men sharing the love of &=
Jesus with the crowds. Join Pastor Mark and over
100 other men for our 2071 Indy 500 Outreach with
No Greater Love Ministries. Pastor Mark can’t wait to e
introduce the men and young men of NH to street ministry at the Indy. No
experience is necessary. All will receive personal training, and will work
under skilled leaders in small groups. An amazing adventure that will amp up
your walk with Jesus. Departing: Friday, May 27, noon. Returning: Sunday,
May 29, 7 PM. Info & Registrations: Available at the Welcome Center and
% NH website. Questions: pastor@newhorizonchurch.org.
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"Called" Charge Conference, Thursday, May 12, 7 PM.

What's a Charge Conference? In United Methodist protocol, certain decisions regarding
finances, facilities, staffing, etc., must be approved during a "Charge Conference." A
Charge Conference's voting members include NH's Leadership Team (duly elected
leaders and officers per the United Methodist Book of Discipline), and our District
Superintendent. In addition, all NH members are invited to attend and voice their
opinions. An annual Charge Conference is held in the fall of every year to nominate
and elect officers, approve our annual budget, etc. A called Charge Conference is
scheduled mid-year if a need arises. Such a need has occurred. At issue: NH presently
rents a home for our Lead Pastor. Our Leadership Team has put forth a proposal that
would permit Pastor Mark and Denise to purchase their own home. This proposal
requires the action of a Charge Conference. All elected leaders and officers are asked
to attend, and any official member of NH may attend and offer comments during the
proceedings.

Israel, 2012! Registration is in process for NH’s Israel
Tour, January 31-February 9, 2012! Your tour hosts are
Pastor Mark and Denise Jordan. Our tour includes licensed
and certified guides, site admission, and top class tour
busses, accommodations, and 2 meals/day. A $300 deposit
reserves your spot. Visit NH’s website for details and
= registration.

During the month of May we will be collecting hand towels for
Annual Conference to be used in Disaster Relief Kits being sent

to Japan. The size needed for hand towels must be 15” x 25” up to F—=+
177 x 27” (no kitchen towels, please).

Donations may be placed in the box located in the hallway near
the kitchen and the Welcome Center. For more information k. .

contact Donna Battershell at 352-0032 or bshell@ix.netcom.com. k..

New Horizon—a great place with tons of great people.
But, it's a big place. How can a person hook in and
A serve? We have a solution: it's called 'MyServe', New
I'T'I‘_-,-' SEWE Horizon's interactive web service. MyServe is a way to
find out your unique blend of gifts, talents and abilities
and how to plug them into serving opportunities at
New Horizon.

To find out more about MyServe, go to our website, www.newhorizonchurch.org
and click on the MyServe image. To take an assessment, you will be asked to
provide an assessment code which is: nhumc. Enjoy using MyServe, and visit
regularly as new opportunities will be posted. For additional information contact
Patty Altstetter at pattya1208@gmail.com.
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It seems that every year when May rolls around and the

. busyness of a summer of student ministry kicks into gear it
AXlS still surprises me a bit. As in, “May already?” But, it is
indeed May and with that, it's my privilege to share a few

items with you regarding this month and our summer
schedule.

o student minsiry of New Horizon

Axis’ Operation: Serve Update: On April 9th, the fund-raiser for our mission trip to help our
friends in East St. Louis, was simply amazing. We had 26 students raise pledges and serve
through both Empty Tomb and Faith in Action. | was thrilled to know that not only was our student
ministry impacting our community with the love of Christ in tangible fashion, but the pledges
raised through our service was going directly to benefit our friends in East St. Louis.

Axis Car Wash on May 22nd: The other opportunity to support
our work in East St. Louis is the Axis Car Wash on May 22nd. The M‘L
purpose of the Axis car wash is to raise additional funds for East :ﬁ
St. Louis supplies (students are responsible for their own room '

and board that week). Students will be washing cars during each
of our worship experiences. So, drop off your car, attend worship,
and then come back out to a clean car. How awesome is that!?!
Additionally, stop by after the 9:45 or 11:10 worship experiences for a hot dog or hamburger.

7

Confirmation Sunday on May 15th: It's exciting we have the opportunity to celebrate this year's
confirmation class. We also are going to experience the joy of baptism following the 11:10
service. This baptism opportunity is for our confirmation students as well as anyone who would
like to be baptized or renew their baptismal vows. If you are interested in baptism, please contact
our lead pastor Mark Jordan. Following the baptism we are going to have some fun hang out time
to truly celebrate a day of baptisms and confirmation graduation.

Student Ministry in June: In addition to the dates above, there are two full weeks of student
ministry in the month of June. The first of those is our mission trip to East St. Louis on June 5 -10.
Then, just a couple of weeks later we head down south again to Eldorado, IL for a week at
Beulah Camp on June 19-25. Students must be entering the 8th grade or just graduated high
school to attend. If you are a student interested in attending, please contact me for additional
information.

It is such a privilege and a blessing to be connected to such a great group of students, volunteers,
and a church that supports the ministry to our students in outstanding ways. Please keep our
students and volunteers in your prayers as we enter this busy ministry season.

By fantastic grace,
Dave Plemons, Director of Student Ministries

The New Horizon Garden Ministry is looking for some bags of grass clippings that
they could use to help mulch the garden. If you would like to help, please leave your
bags of clippings behind the church at the edge of the garden. As soon as the rain stops,
they are planning on planting. If you would like to help, contact Norm Davis at
766-1202 or Cully Slocum at 390-8236.
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Adventureland's Sleep Over Saturday
mm Saturday & Sunday, April 30™- May 1"

Here is how it works: Have your child think b

of friends who dont go to church and (g'@iﬁ
begin to pray for them. Then invite them to spend the night at your house .'(// 4
for Sleep Over Saturday. Continue fo pray for the friends with your child
that they can come over, can go to church with you on Sunday, May 15 and that they
have a great time. On Sunday, have your child and your child's friend wear their PJs
(if appropriate) to church and we will have an experience in Adventureland your child
and your child's friends won't soon forget!

Adventureland Behind the Curtain

Wednesday, May 25th at 6:30pm

Wonder why we do what we do in Adventureland? Thought
" about getting involved but are worried you might get roped
in for life? (Don't worry about that.) Join us Wednesday,
May 25™ at 6:30 PM to find out how we lead our kids in the
adventure of alifetime and how you might join with them!

Boys vs. Girls Canned Food Drive

Canned Food Drive. The real winners are the folks who will receive
the 675 cans the boys and girls brought in for the New Horizon
Food Bank.

Vacation Bible School: Inside Out and Upside Down on Main Street
New Horizon UMC invites kids 4 years old-6th Grade to Vacation Bible School
Monday, June 13 through Friday, June 17™ from 8:30-11:30AM

Jesus furned lives upside down and hearts inside out through
parables that challenged people to look at themselves and
others in new and unexpected ways. Invite a friend and come
and discover how Jesus can turn your life upside down and
heart inside out on Main Street- this year's vacation Bible
school. Child Registration is available online at www.newhorizon

church.org /adventureland.

There are also a wide variety of serving opportunities available for adults and teens.
Opportunities include leading a small group of kids (crew guide), preparing snacks,
teaching crafts, playing games, acting in a dramas or helping with registration,
decorations, music, media or behind the scenes. For more information on serving at
this year's VBS, please contact Julie McClure at jemcclure4@gmail.com, or sign up
online at www.newhorizonchurch.org/adventureland.

Jennifer Metenyi
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Garden Hills Ministry ~ Submitted by Janet Roadcap

We are making plans to celebrate all the teachers at Garden
Hills during Teacher Appreciation Week the first week in May.
If you would like to bake some goodies, send a Thank You card
or have another way you would like to help let me know.

We are gearing up to help the teachers and staff move into their new rooms at the end
of the school year! This could be a fun small group or family activity. To help with
one of these Garden Hills activities, or if you have any questions, please contact Janet
Roadcap at jsroadcap@yahoo.com or 352-3249.

John’s Friends ~ Submitted by Mary Ann Matthews
Circle the date May 15th! Together with the Baptism celebrants, |:| :
John's Friends is hosting a carnival open to the church following L\
the service at the pond. We will have a hot dog stand, lemonade,
popcorn, games and prizes. Please join us!

Sl
t

Women In Prayer ~ Submitted by Meg Crisman

Women in Prayer is a women’s prayer group that meets on
Saturday mornings at 7:30am at New Horizon. Our goal with this
group is to pray in God's direction. When we get together we
usually talk for a little bit and before you know it a theme has
emerged and we realize that this is the direction that God would
have us pray that week. Then we keep our eyes open throughout the week to see how God has
responded to our prayers. It is amazing how there is always something that happens the next
week that is in direct correlation to what was prayed for that Saturday before. Whether it's
church wide, or personal, we know God has heard us and has moved because of prayer.

All women are invited on Saturday mornings at 7:30 am in the Connections Café to join us on
this adventure and watch God work through New Horizon. For more information contact Meg
Crisman at megcrisman@comcast.net or 217-202-7404.

365 Days of Prayer ~ Many have signed up to pray for New Horizon one day
during this year. If you're interested, check out the calendar on pages 6 & 7 to see which
dates are still available. A prayer guide can be made available to you! To sign up or get
information, contact Karen Leonard at leonard@pdnt.com.

P.L.T. Crew ~ On Saturday, May 7th, Mark's P.I.T. Crew will be hosting a breakfast for all men
of New Horizon. Mark's P.I.T. Crew (Pastor's Intercessory Team) is a group
of men who have committed to praying for Pastor Mark, his family, his
marriage, his ministry, and other personal needs. The breakfast will start at
7:00 AM in the Connections Cafe followed by fellowship with Mark. This is a
great opportunity to get to know our pastor on a more personal level. Contact
Craig Bergschneider at berkies@comcast.net if you are interested in joining us.
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Urbana Seminary’s Summer Registration is Open

FHEOLOCICAL Urbana Theological Seminary is an inter-denominational,
NN Al broadly evangelical, graduate school in the Champaign-Urbana
area. Starting in mid-May, we have three summer courses
scheduled: American Church History, Evil, Hell & Universalism, and an in-depth biblical
study on the Epistles of John. Whether you are simply looking to deepen your walk
with Christ, want tools for ministry, or are considering seminary, Urbana Seminary’s
courses will build up your Christian faith. For more information on the courses or the
Seminary please visit www.urbanaseminary.org/courses/summer.

URBANA

Small Groups Update ~ Submitted by Teresa Pratt

For even the Son of Man dlid not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
His life as a ransom for many.—Mark 10:45

The spring small group semester will soon conclude by mid-May;
20+ groups have been reading through the four Gospels with the
Love Letters study. What has God been speaking to your heart
through this time? Has your time with God become more regular
and intentional? Have you been blessed? Challenged? What fresh
insights has He given you?

On Sunday, May 22™ in conjunction with Disciple Bible Study, we will celebrate the
completion of the Love Letters study. Four Gospels read in less than four months—yeah,
God! In the next few weeks, let us reflect on what God has given us through reading and
interacting with His Word, and how He is preparing us for the next leg of our walk with
Him. God blesses so that we may be a blessing to others. Jesus came not to be served,
but to serve. Is God drawing you to step out in faith and serve in a way you would not
have even thought about four months ago?

Our Staff is here to eIp ou. Feel free to caII on us.

Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 5 pm
Phone : 217.359.8909 Fax: 217.359.3908  Website: www.newhorizonchurch.org

New Horizon United Methodist Church Staff

Mark Jordan, Lead Pastor pastor@newhorizonchurch.org
Mike Potts, Executive Director mike@newhorizonchurch.org
Jennifer Metenyi, Director of Children’s Ministries jennifer@newhorizonchurch.org
Deb Wonderlich, Director of Communications Ministries deb@newhorizonchurch.org
Dave Plemons, Director of Student Ministries dave@newhorizonchurch.org
Jackson Price, Director of Worship Arts jackson@newhorizonchurch.org

Bob Franklin, Building Superintendent

Barry Leonard, Assistant Building Superintendent

Financial Secretary offering@newhorizonchurch.org
Judy Wierschem, Treasurer judy@newhorizonchurch.org
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Applying Bible Principles

Someone once said, “Experience is a good teacher, but she gives the test first and then the lesson." That's
certainly true, and based on many of life's experiences. we frequently fail the test before we can benefit from
the lesson.

The formula “e equals me2" is familiar to many college students but understood by very few people. Most of us
know it had something to do with Einstein and was the formula that led to the release of enormous energy and
to the nuclear age. Similarly, in funding the local church, “e" might stand for every, “m" for member, "c" for
commitment. and the “2" for the effart multiplied by itself The fruit of that kind of effart is much more powerful
than what Einstein discovered, even as Jesus described it in Matthew 21:22 — “If you believe, you will receive

whatever you ask for in prayer.”

Right now. as we consider the opportunity to support the ministries here at New Horizon United Methodist
Church, God is putting us to the test. As Gordon Moyes stated, “Responsible giving or stewardship is not man's
way of raising money, but God's way of raising people. . . .The church's budget is not a list of its expenses, but a
record of its vision. It is not a list of bills to be met, but a program of ministry to be achieved.”

As each of us prayerfully considers what God would have us give, and as we obey what God asks of us, we can
trust Him to provide the resources. That's a test — a test of where we are spiritually much more than where
we are financially. It's a test of us as individuals and of us as a church. The question is whether or not we really
believe that God has the power and ability to bless our obedience “more than all we ask or imagine” (Eph. 3:20).

How are you doing concerning God's tests regarding money in your life? If God's provision in your life in the
days ahead depends on /zw you obey His leading /22w concerning your giving, what will the future be like for
you?

It just might, you know. . . .

Financial Update

Thank you for your generous gifts! What you give makes an eternal difference.

March 2011 Year to Date

General Fund Receipts — $66,123.76 General Fund Receipts — $211,750.65
General Fund Disbursements— $72,065.87 General Fund Disbursements—$196,165.36
General Budget Deficit — $(5,942.11) General Budget Surplus — $15,585.29

Principal Loan Balance on building — $1,137,628.25

Principal Balance on Construction Loan— $1.586,926.21

Total— $2,724,554 .46

Total Committed over 3 years— $3,254,000.00

Total Received— $2,369,439.66

Calling All Graduates! We will be honoring graduates on Sunday, June
5. If you are graduating from Jr. High, High School, College or Graduate f
School, please email the church office (deb@newhorizonchurch.org) by

May 27th with information about your accomplishment. ~J

eel the pulse of NH! We’d love to keep you in the loop with short, periodic
emails featuring events and updates. Care to receive them? You’ll find a handy
subscription link on our website: www.newhorizonchurch.org/e-updates.

News on the Horizon * May 2011 m
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